Start of production at the Mercedes-Benz Kecskemét

First Mercedes-Benz CLA Rolls off the Production Line
• Kecskemét plant expands production portfolio
• CLA is first model exclusively produced at this location
• Start of production just a few days after the official World
Premiere at the Mercedes-Benz Fashion Week in Berlin
• Dr. Dieter Zetsche: "The CLA is based on the Concept Style
Coupe, which we introduced last year. The most frequent
comment by far was 'Please put this car into series production.'
That's precisely what we are doing now."
Kecskemét, Hungary – Less than ten months after the opening of the
Mercedes-Benz plant in Kecskemét, the location has reached the next
milestone. With the official start of production of the Mercedes-Benz
CLA, the first model exclusively built in Kecskemét is now rolling off
the production line as the plant's second product along with the BClass. On this occasion, plant manager Frank Klein took special
pleasure in welcoming Hungarian Prime Minister Victor Orbán and
Dr. Dieter Zetsche, Chairman of the Daimler Board of Management
and Head of Mercedes-Benz Cars, who both had also attended the
plant's grand opening in March 2012.
In his speech, Dr. Dieter Zetsche explained the background of the
product decision: "The CLA is based on the Concept Style Coupe,
which we introduced last year. The most frequent comment by far was
'Please put this car into series production.' That's precisely what we
are doing now." With respect to the excellent performance of the
Kecskemét plant's team, Zetsche said: "More than 40,000 B-Class
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vehicles built here prove that you know how to build great cars. You
are doing a first-class job here at the plant." Zetsche also expressed
the company's special thanks to all Hungarian partners in the political,
administrative and social areas for the continuous, constructive
partnership: "We're on a good way to reach our common goal –
Kecskemét is developing as a center of the Hungarian automotive
industry."
Plant manager Frank Klein added: "The plant's entire team can't wait
to get the CLA to our customers as perfectly as the B-Class cars we
build in Kecskemét. We aim to follow up seamlessly on what we
achieved in our first, very successful production year of 2012." Last
year, the Kecskemét plant had reached the first goal to produce more
than 40,000 vehicles as planned, thus making an important
contribution to the B-Class' best-ever annual sales (worldwide sales of
145,649 units, more than 11 percent over the previous sales record in
2006).
About the Mercedes-Benz Kecskemét plant
The Kecskemét plant and the Rastatt plant together form the
production network for the new generation of Mercedes-Benz compact
cars. That network significantly contributes to the overall economies of
compact car production and allows the flexible and optimum
management of both plant's capacity utilization. The Kecskemét plant
was opened in March 2012, less than four years after the initial
decision for the location, and has since produced the B-Class, which is
also built in Rastatt. State-of-the-art, environmentally sound
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technology is used at the plant. In the meantime, the number of staff
has grown from about 2,500 to more than 3,000, in line with the
further development of the plant and the preparations for production
of the CLA. The plant is the most attractive employer in the region, not
least to due to the high attention given to the qualification of its
employees. The pioneering efforts of the plant and its Hungarian
partners to establish dual vocational and university education based
on the German model further contribute to this. Daimler AG and the
Hungarian Government in 2012 also signed a joint partnership
agreement to establish and reinforce the region of Kecskemét as a
center of the Hungarian automobile industry on a long-term basis.
About the Mercedes-Benz CLA
The CLA is set to establish a new segment, with world-leading
aerodynamics (Cd = 0.22), avant-garde coupe design and 4MATIC
all-wheel drive (optional). As a new four-door coupe it follows the idea
of the CLS, whose design concept has spawned more than its fair
share of imitators since its debut in 2003. With its frameless doors,
the coupe adopts the design of the Concept Style Coupé into series
production.
The newcomer features a radar-based braking system (COLLISION
PREVENTION ASSIST) as standard which is able to warn the driver of
an obstacle from a speed of 7 km/h and to initiate precision braking
when the driver steps on the brake pedal. The new CLA is available for
ordering with immediate effect and will be delivered to dealerships
beginning in April.
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This document contains forward-looking statements that reflect our current views about future events.
The words “anticipate,” “assume,” “believe,” “estimate,” “expect,” “intend,” “may,” “plan,” “project,”
“should” and similar expressions are used to identify forward-looking statements. These statements are
subject to many risks and uncertainties, including an adverse development of global economic
conditions, in particular a decline of demand in our most important markets; a worsening of the
sovereign-debt crisis in the euro zone; a deterioration of our funding possibilities on the credit and
financial markets; events of force majeure including natural disasters, acts of terrorism, political unrest,
industrial accidents and their effects on our sales, purchasing, production or financial services activities;
changes in currency exchange rates; a shift in consumer preference towards smaller, lower margin
vehicles; or a possible lack of acceptance of our products or services which limits our ability to achieve
prices as well as to adequately utilize our production capacities; price increases in fuel or raw materials;
disruption of production due to shortages of materials, labor strikes, or supplier insolvencies; a decline in
resale prices of used vehicles; the effective implementation of cost-reduction and efficiency-optimization
measures; the business outlook of companies in which we hold a significant equity interest, most notably
EADS; the successful implementation of strategic cooperations and joint ventures; changes in laws,
regulations and government policies, particularly those relating to vehicle emissions, fuel economy and
safety; the resolution of pending governmental investigations and the conclusion of pending or
threatened future legal proceedings; and other risks and uncertainties, some of which we describe under
the heading “Risk Report” in Daimler’s most recent Annual Report. If any of these risks and uncertainties
materialize, or if the assumptions underlying any of our forward-looking statements prove incorrect, then
our actual results may be materially different from those we express or imply by such statements. We do
not intend or assume any obligation to update these forward looking statements. Any forward-looking
statement speaks only as of the date on which it is made.
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Further Investor Relations information on Daimler is available on the
Internet via http://www.daimler.com/investors and on handhelds via
http://www.daimler.mobi/ir.
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