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Renault-Nissan Alliance and Daimler expand
cooperation with new plant in Mexico
• Teams will work closely on development of next-generation
compact vehicles for both Mercedes-Benz and Infiniti
• New plant in Aguascalientes, Mexico, will add nearly 5,700
additional workers and annual capacity of 300,000 vehicles
when fully ramped up
• Companies will equally divide investment costs of
approximately €1 billion
MEXICO CITY – The Renault-Nissan Alliance and Daimler AG are
significantly expanding their cooperation with joint development of
premium compact vehicles and joint production in Mexico.
Renault-Nissan CEO Carlos Ghosn and Daimler CEO Dieter Zetsche
announced today that their companies have agreed to establish a
50:50 joint venture, the business entity that will oversee
construction and operation of the new plant in Aguascalientes in
north-central Mexico. The new plant will be built in the immediate
vicinity of an already existing Nissan plant and will have an annual
capacity of 300,000 vehicles when fully ramped up.
Start of production is planned for 2017 with Infiniti models. The
production of Mercedes-Benz brand vehicles will follow in 2018.
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Daimler and Nissan will share the total investment cost for
Aguascalientes of approximately €1 billion. The companies will add
almost 5,700 jobs (including engineering, line workers and support
staff) by the time the plant reaches full capacity, expected in 2021.
In addition, a high localization rate will significantly increase the
Mexican supply base.
Carlos Ghosn, Chairman and CEO of the Renault-Nissan Alliance:
“Joint development of compact premium vehicles and joint
production in Aguascalientes together represent one of the largest
projects between the Renault-Nissan Alliance and Daimler. It also
shows how our collaboration, which began in Europe, has become
global in scope.”
Dieter Zetsche, Chairman of the Board of Management of Daimler
AG and Head of Mercedes-Benz Cars: “In Aguascalientes, we will
take our successful partnership to the next level by combining the
skills of our two companies Daimler and Nissan in one production
plant. Just over four years after the cooperation was founded, the
decision for the new plant in Mexico is a major milestone.”
Close collaboration between Infiniti and Mercedes-Benz at every
stage of development, from advanced research and design to
production, will ensure that vehicles within the scope of the project
will clearly differ from each other in terms of product design and
specifications.
Growing together in Mexico
In Aguascalientes both partners will enjoy access to Nissan’s awardwinning, highly efficient workforce. Nissan has been producing
vehicles in Aguascalientes since 1992, and the plant has expanded
significantly just in the past year.
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In November, Nissan opened the first stage of a US$2 billion
manufacturing complex in Aguascalientes – the latest of three
assembly facilities, which increased Nissan’s total output in Mexico
to more than 850,000 vehicles annually.
Mexico is already an important market for Daimler. The company
has production plants for trucks and buses in Saltillo, Santiago
Tianguistenco and Garcia, a parts distribution center in San Luis
Potosí and a remanufacturing plant in Toluca. For passenger cars
Daimler has a pre-delivery-inspection and a training center.
Markus Schaefer, Member of the Divisional Board of Mercedes-Benz
Cars, Production and Supply Chain Management: “The new plant in
Aguascalientes will further enhance our highly flexible and costefficient production network with factories all over the world. With
the Aguascalientes plant Mercedes-Benz Cars is strengthening the
presence in the Americas, creating new growth opportunities in the
region and thus safeguarding jobs in Germany.”
Four years of increasing collaboration
The French-Japanese-German industrial cooperation of Daimler and
the Renault-Nissan Alliance began in April 2010, with three “pillar
projects” primarily focused on Europe. Since then, the portfolio has
increased to twelve significant projects, including major initiatives
from the Americas to Japan.
Just yesterday, Infiniti and Daimler launched production of fourcylinder gasoline engines in Decherd, Tennessee, USA. With an
annual production capacity of 250,000 units, the Decherd facility
produces engines for use in the Mercedes-Benz C-Class and in the
Infiniti Q50.
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Later this year, the Alliance and Daimler will start selling the nextgeneration smart and Twingo city cars, developed on a shared
platform, the Twingo and the four seater smart being produced at
the Renault plant in Novo Mesto, Slovenia, the two seater smart in
Hambach, France.

This document contains forward-looking statements that reflect our current views about future
events. The words “anticipate,” “assume,” “believe,” “estimate,” “expect,” “intend,” “may,” ”can,”
“could,” “plan,” “project,” “should” and similar expressions are used to identify forward-looking
statements. These statements are subject to many risks and uncertainties, including an adverse
development of global economic conditions, in particular a decline of demand in our most important
markets; a worsening of the sovereign-debt crisis in the euro zone; an increase in political tension in
Eastern Europe; a deterioration of our refinancing possibilities on the credit and financial markets;
events of force majeure including natural disasters, acts of terrorism, political unrest, industrial
accidents and their effects on our sales, purchasing, production or financial services activities;
changes in currency exchange rates; a shift in consumer preferences towards smaller, lower-margin
vehicles; a possible lack of acceptance of our products or services which limits our ability to achieve
prices and adequately utilize our production capacities; price increases for fuel or raw materials;
disruption of production due to shortages of materials, labor strikes or supplier insolvencies; a
decline in resale prices of used vehicles; the effective implementation of cost-reduction and
efficiency-optimization measures; the business outlook for companies in which we hold a significant
equity interest; the successful implementation of strategic cooperations and joint ventures; changes
in laws, regulations and government policies, particularly those relating to vehicle emissions, fuel
economy and safety; the resolution of pending government investigations and the conclusion of
pending or threatened future legal proceedings; and other risks and uncertainties, some of which we
describe under the heading “Risk and Opportunity Report” in the current Annual Report. If any of
these risks and uncertainties materializes or if the assumptions underlying any of our forward-looking
statements prove to be incorrect, the actual results may be materially different from those we
express or imply by such statements. We do not intend or assume any obligation to update these
forward-looking statements since they are based solely on the circumstances at the date of
publication.

Further Investor Relations information on Daimler is available on the Internet via
www.daimler.com/investors and on handhelds via www.daimler.mobi/ir.
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