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AUDI AG, BMW Group and Daimler AG agree with
Nokia Corporation on joint acquisition of HERE
digital mapping business
• Acquisition will secure and strengthen HERE as an independent
company serving customers from all industries.
• Real-time maps and location based services will be the basis for
the mobility of tomorrow.
• Transaction expected to close in first quarter 2016.
Ingolstadt, Munich, Stuttgart – AUDI AG, the BMW Group and Daimler
AG have agreed with Nokia Corporation that they will acquire its
mapping and location services business HERE. The acquisition is
intended to secure the long term availability of HERE’s products and
services as an open, independent and value creating platform for
cloud-based maps and other mobility services accessible to all
customers from the automotive industry and other sectors. The three
partners will each hold an equal stake in HERE; none of them seeks to
acquire a majority interest. Subject to the approval of the relevant
antitrust authorities, the transaction is expected to close in the first
quarter of 2016.
HERE is laying the foundations for the next generation of mobility and
location based services. For the automotive industry this is the basis
for new assistance systems and ultimately fully autonomous driving.
Extremely precise digital maps will be used in combination with real-
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time vehicle data in order to increase road safety and to facilitate
innovative new products and services. On the basis of the shared raw
data, all automobile manufacturers can offer their customers
differentiated and brand-specific services.
“Our environment is constantly changing. That’s why the information
in digital maps has to be continually updated so that maximum utility
can be offered,” stated Rupert Stadler, Chairman of the Board of
Management of AUDI AG. The high-precision cameras and sensors
installed in modern cars are the digital eyes for updating mobility data
and maps; in this way, information such as speed limits or critical
driving situations are already recognized today. All data gained will be
processed in compliance with strict data-protection rules.
“HERE will play a key role in the digital revolution of mobility,
combining high definition maps and data from vehicles to make travel
safer and easier for everyone,” explained Harald Krüger, Chairman of
the Board of Management of BMW AG.
This knowledge will be to the benefit of all carmakers and their
customers. “High-precision digital maps are a crucial component of
the mobility of the future. With the joint acquisition of HERE, we want
to secure the independence of this central service for all vehicle
manufacturers, suppliers and customers in other industries,” stated
Dieter Zetsche, Chairman of the Board of Management of Daimler AG.
Swarm intelligence will create new information density for road
maps
”HERE will be able to offer users a continuously improving product,
bringing highly automated driving and location based services a step
further. As the volume of anonymized data from the vehicles
increases, services will become more convenient, more connected
and further tailored to the users’ individual requirements,” said Ulrich
Hackenberg, Member of the Board of Management of AUDI AG for
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Technical Development, Klaus Fröhlich, Member of the Board of
Management of BMW AG for Development, and Thomas Weber,
Member of the Board of Management of Daimler AG for Group
Research. It is the explicit intention that all HERE customers are to
benefit from this continuous optimization.
The social benefits of swarm intelligence are enormous: They facilitate
warnings of hazards in real time, of icy roads for example, based on
calculations of individual data such as ABS activations and outside
temperature. Upcoming traffic jams will be identified more precisely in
the future, significantly reducing the risk of accidents. In this way, the
vision of accident-free driving is gradually becoming reality. In a
further stage, the data could be used to learn about critical bends on
the road, in order to warn drivers in good time or to activate
assistance systems. Anticipation of green phases of stoplights could
navigate vehicles through an urban area on a “green wave” with the
appropriate engine performance and minimized fuel consumption.
High-precision maps are important for autonomous driving and many
other forms of assistance systems, as these technologies require an
up-to-date plan of a vehicle’s surroundings exact to the nearest
centimeter, in order to react in real time. While HERE already
produces extremely precise static maps, they can be verified more
exactly and continually updated with a constant flow of data from
vehicles’ surroundings.
HERE will continue to offer its services and products across
industries
HERE provides mapping and location intelligence for nearly 200
countries in more than 50 languages and is one of the main providers
of mapping and location services. The company will continue to
develop its position as a strong and independent provider of maps and
location-based services, will expand its product offering and continue
to make it available to all customers across industries.
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The management of HERE will continue to be independent – with the
goal of moving the HERE business case forward as a platform, open to
all customers. The consortium will not interfere into operational
business.

This document contains forward-looking statements that reflect our current views about future
events. The words “anticipate,” “assume,” “believe,” “estimate,” “expect,” “intend,” “may,” ”can,”
“could,” “plan,” “project,” “should” and similar expressions are used to identify forward-looking
statements. These statements are subject to many risks and uncertainties, including an adverse
development of global economic conditions, in particular a decline of demand in our most important
markets; a worsening of the sovereign-debt crisis in the euro zone; an increase in political tension in
Eastern Europe; a deterioration of our refinancing possibilities on the credit and financial markets;
events of force majeure including natural disasters, epidemics, acts of terrorism, political unrest,
industrial accidents and their effects on our sales, purchasing, production or financial services
activities; changes in currency exchange rates; a shift in consumer preferences towards smaller,
lower-margin vehicles; a possible lack of acceptance of our products or services which limits our
ability to achieve prices and adequately utilize our production capacities; price increases for fuel or
raw materials; disruption of production due to shortages of materials, labor strikes or supplier
insolvencies; a decline in resale prices of used vehicles; the effective implementation of costreduction and efficiency-optimization measures; the business outlook for companies in which we hold
a significant equity interest; the successful implementation of strategic cooperations and joint
ventures; changes in laws, regulations and government policies, particularly those relating to vehicle
emissions, fuel economy and safety; the resolution of pending official investigations and the
conclusion of pending or threatened future legal proceedings; and other risks and uncertainties,
some of which we describe under the heading “Risk and Opportunity Report” in Daimler’s most
recent Annual Report. If any of these risks and uncertainties materializes or if the assumptions
underlying any of our forward-looking statements prove to be incorrect, the actual results may be
materially different from those we express or imply by such statements. We do not intend or assume
any obligation to update these forward-looking statements since they are based solely on the
circumstances at the date of publication.

Further Investor Relations information on Daimler is available on the Internet via
www.daimler.com/investors and on handhelds via www.daimler.mobi/ir.
If you have any questions, please contact our Investor Relations Team:
Bjoern Scheib
Tel. +49/711-17-95256

Lutz Deus
Tel. +49/711-17-92261

Alexander Vollmer
Tel. +49/711-17-97778

Rolf Bassermann
Tel. +49/711-17-95277

Julian Krell
Tel. +49/711-17-99320

Dr. Stephan Georg Schoen
Tel. +49/711-17-95361

E-mail: ir.dai@daimler.com

Daimler Investor Relations, www.daimler.com/investors

page 4

