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Daimler Teams Up with Sila Nanotechnologies on Next
Generation Lithium-ion Battery Materials





Daimler accelerates the development and commercialization of Li-Ion battery
technologies together with Sila Nanotechnologies Inc.
Strategic partnership with leading U.S. battery material specialist to pave the way
for the next generation of powerful electric Mercedes-Benz Cars
Innovative chemistry promises higher performance, faster charging and longer
range than today’s batteries
Daimler makes significant investment, joins Board of Directors of Sila
Nanotechnologies Inc., headquartered in Alameda, California

Alameda/Stuttgart – Daimler AG has acquired a minority equity stake in U.S. battery material
specialist Sila Nanotechnologies Inc. (Sila Nano) as part of its research and development
activities. Founded in 2011, Sila Nano is a leading developer of new battery materials, which
outperform existing lithium-ion technologies. With its latest developments the company sets a
new standard for battery performance, harnessing the potential of silicon to enable safe,
scalable, high-energy density batteries, which can unleash new possibilities in electrification
from consumer devices to electric vehicles and beyond. Along with the acquisition of the
equity stake Daimler will get a seat in the Board of Directors of Sila Nano. The investment
forms part of the latest round of financing, which was led by Daimler.
“We are on our way to a carbon free future mobility. While our all-new EQC model enters the
markets this year we are already preparing the way for the next generation of powerful
battery electric vehicles. Lithium-ion technology is currently the most efficient battery
technology available, and still shows plenty of potential for the future. The advancements Sila
Nano have made in battery performance are very promising. We are looking forward to a
fruitful cooperation, pooling our know-how on further development and fast
commercialization,” said Sajjad Khan, Executive Vice President for Connected, Autonomous,
Shared & Electric Mobility, Daimler AG.
The battery is a key component of electric vehicles that is not an off-the-shelf product, but an
integral part of the vehicle architecture. The intelligence of the battery lies in a highly complex
overall system, which defines the characteristics of the vehicle with respect to performance,
range and charging times. As an integral and important element of Daimler’s electrification
strategy, competencies for the technological evaluation of materials and cells as well as
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research and development activities are consistently expanded. These include the continuous
optimization of the current generation of Li-Ion battery systems, the further development of
cells bought on the world market and research of the next generation battery systems.
Innovative chemistry for next generation of electric vehicles
Improvements to traditional Li-Ion battery chemistry have reached their limits and Sila Nano’s
cross-disciplinary team of scientists and engineers have pushed forward the development of
the next generation of battery chemistry, harnessing the power of silicon to be safe, robust,
and scalable for mass production.
“This breakthrough chemistry demonstrates up to 20 percent improvement today, with the
potential to reach further improvements over state of the art traditional Li-ion. We’re excited
to be working with Daimler to bring better, more energy-dense batteries to their fleet and
bring our shared vision for the future of electric vehicles to life for more people,” said Gene
Berdichevsky, co-founder and CEO of Sila Nano.
The company, headquartered in Alameda, California, replaces conventional graphite
electrodes entirely with its proprietary silicon-dominant composite materials that enable high
energy density and high cycle life, which translates to more powerful, longer-range and
enduring sources of power for electric vehicles. These materials easily drop into existing Liion factories, making it possible to deploy efficiently and at scale.
Mercedes-Benz Cars electric offensive
Mercedes-Benz Cars is quickly picking up the pace with regard to the electrification of the
automobile. By 2022, the entire Mercedes-Benz Cars product range is set to be electrified.
This means that different electrified alternatives will be available in every segment - from the
48-volt electrical system (EQ Boost), plug-in hybrids (EQ Power) and more than ten all-electric
vehicles (EQ) powered by batteries or fuel cells. Daimler expects electric models to already
make up between 15 and 25 percent of Mercedes-Benz Cars total sales by 2025 – depending
on the framework conditions such as the development of the infrastructure, the individual
customer preferences and the further development of the particular market-specific legal
situation.
Mercedes-Benz Cars is investing around €10 billion in the expansion of its product portfolio
comprised under the EQ brand. Furthermore, Daimler is investing more than one billion euros
in a global battery production network within the worldwide production network of MercedesBenz Cars. The company purchases the cells on the world market and is instructing the
suppliers to produce based on special specifications. In this way, the company is securing
itself the best possible technology. With the purchase of battery cells for more than 20 billion
euros, the company is establishing the preconditions for the consistent change towards an
electrical future. The global battery production network of Mercedes-Benz Cars will in the
future consist of nine factories on three continents.
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This document contains forward-looking statements that reflect our current views about future events. The words “anticipate,” “assume,”
“believe,” “estimate,” “expect,” “intend,” “may,” ”can,” “could,” “plan,” “project,” “should” and similar expressions are used to identify
forward-looking statements. These statements are subject to many risks and uncertainties, including an adverse development of global
economic conditions, in particular a decline of demand in our most important markets; a deterioration of our refinancing possibilities on the
credit and financial markets; events of force majeure including natural disasters, acts of terrorism, political unrest, armed conflicts, industrial
accidents and their effects on our sales, purchasing, production or financial services activities; changes in currency exchange rates and tariff
regulations; a shift in consumer preferences towards smaller, lower-margin vehicles; a possible lack of acceptance of our products or
services which limits our ability to achieve prices and adequately utilize our production capacities; price increases for fuel or raw materials;
disruption of production due to shortages of materials, labor strikes or supplier insolvencies; a decline in resale prices of used vehicles; the
effective implementation of cost-reduction and efficiency-optimization measures; the business outlook for companies in which we hold a
significant equity interest; the successful implementation of strategic cooperations and joint ventures; changes in laws, regulations and
government policies, particularly those relating to vehicle emissions, fuel economy and safety; the resolution of pending government
investigations or of investigations requested by governments and the conclusion of pending or threatened future legal proceedings; and
other risks and uncertainties, some of which we describe under the heading “Risk and Opportunity Report” in the current Annual Report. If
any of these risks and uncertainties materializes or if the assumptions underlying any of our forward-looking statements prove to be
incorrect, the actual results may be materially different from those we express or imply by such statements. We do not intend or assume any
obligation to update these forward-looking statements since they are based solely on the circumstances at the date of publication.

If you have any questions, please contact our Investor Relations Team:
https://www.daimler.com/investors/services/contacts.html
E-mail: ir.dai@daimler.com
Fax: +49 (0) 711 17 94075
For an overview of major roadshows and conferences please see:
https://www.daimler.com/investors/events/roadshows
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